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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

The meeting was called to order by subcommittee chairman Robert Heath
(Fibar). A proposed agenda was passed out (attachment 1) and a timekeeper
appointed to monitor discussion length.

(1) The minutes from the May 21, 1999 meeting were approved.

(2) Review of Subcommittee Ballot Results EWF Standard

Several comments were received on the subcommittee ballot of the Engineered
Wood Fiber (EWF) draft standard. Most of the comments were editorial in nature.
Several comments addressed specific details concerning the sieve analysis sections.
There was extended discussion whether or not the standard was ready for ballot -
since it had some missing sections that left the document incomplete. George Luciw,
ASTM liaison, explained that the subcommittee ballot was valid. He further explained
that if members felt strongly about the need to complete the sections or to make
changes to balloted text, that they should cast a negative vote with comment.
Otherwise, a document passing a vote, gets sent to the next level.

(3} Report on Calibration/Reference Pad Task Group

George Sushinsky (CPSC) discussed the round robin that had started in
October. This was a late start because the equipment needed for the testing was not
available. Richard Schefsky (Northwest Laboratories) was the first to receive the
equipment and he reported that they were almost finished with the testing. Christian
Klubitschko (TUV) asked to be added to the test labs involved in the round robin. Itis




hoped that a tctal of six labs would participate. Due to the
limited progress, the task group meeting scheduled for the
afternoon was cancelled.

(4) This agenda item was not discussed.

(5) Discuss Plans for for a 5-Drop — Solicit Labs
Martyn Shorten discussed the background for proposing a 5-drop test procedure.

After consideration of the schedule for the ongoing round robin study, it was decided to
postpone this test until the reference pad testing was completed.

Update on IPEMA Certification

Walt Henderson discussed the status of the IPEMA certification process. Thisis
a group that lists certified providers of surfacing materials formed to provide certification
of playground surfacing. Notice of the certification availability is expected early in 2000
with testing starting by the second half of the year. A single lab (DTL) will be the
certifying laboratory. Surfacing manufacturers can have results from other laboratories
certified through the IPEMA process by submitting their test results for verification.
Representatives from the other laboratories expressed their outrage at this certification
process. They anticipate IPEMA certification will negatively impact their surfacing
testing business without improving the safety of playgrounds. After further discussion, it
was decided that IPEMA was not a topic for discussion at the subcommittee.

Other Business

George Luciw announced that he is leaving the subcommittee as its ASTM
liasison. George Sushinsky announced that John Preston was retiring from CPSC. Mr.
Sushinsky has applied for subcommittee membership to replace Mr. Preson '

The EWF ballot passed with 20 affirmatives and 27 abstentions. It wil! go to the
full FO8 Committee. The only way to stop it is by negative vote. Affirmative votes say
that you are willing to see it in print as a standard as it is written.

Walt Henderson discussed concerns of the F15 subcommittee drafting a
standard for playgrounds for children under 2 years of age. The subcommittee
members feel that F1292, with its criteria of 200 G and 1000 HIC, doesn’t address the
head formation characteristics for these children. They are concerned with finding the
proper head injury threshold level for children under 2. The subcommittee is looking for
experts on children’s head injuries.

Ted lllges (Zeager Bros.) discussed the content of a letter (attachment 2) to and
a response from John Preston (CPSC) concerning the use of EWF surfacing over hard
surfaces such as asphalt and concrete. In the CPSC Handbook for Public Playground
Safety, it is recommended that loose fill-surfacing not be used over hard surfaces. Mr.
Preston agreed that under the conditions specified, in the letter for the EWF, the



Handbook recommendation would be medified to reflect a new staff
position accepting the use of EWF over hard surfaces.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
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qm” Committee F-8 on SPORTS EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES

Chairman; Richard D. Breland, Breiand Consuitant & Service Co., Box 1403, Dalton, GA 30722-1403

First Vice-Chairman:  Roger C. Schmidt, Rubatex Corp,, 5221 Vallay Pk, Dr., Roanoke, VA 24019-3074 (800-348-3428, ext. 6161 / Fax: 540-581-6085)
Second Vice-Chairman: Dean Fisher, Bell Sports, Inc., 8484 Charioma Drive, Downey, CA (582-868-2164 / 562-869-2034

Secretary. Martyn R. Shorten, 2835 SE Tolman, Portland, OR 97202-8752 (503-774-7855 / Fax: 7868)

Membership Secretary. Robert P. Anderson, Anradeo, Inc., P.O. Box 255, Dalton, GA 30722 (706-226-4233 / Fax 4233)

Chairman - F08.83 Robert G. Heath, Suite 300, 80 Business Park Drive, Armonk, NY 10504 (800-342-2721, ext. 313/ Fax: 914-273-8558)
E-mail: robert@fibar.com
Staff Manager: George A. Luciw (810-832-9710 E-mail: gluciw@astm.org)

TO: ASTM F08.63 Playground Surfacing Systems Sub-Committee Members
PLACE: New Orleans

DATE: December 9, 1999

AGENDA
(These time allotments are subject to change.)
8:00 - 8:10 - Opening Welcome, Identification of Attendees 10
8:10 - 8:15 - Appoint a Timekeeper and Align on the Agenda 5
8:15- 8:30 - (1) Review of Minutes of F08.63 Meeting, May 21, 1999, Scattle, WA 15
8:30- 9:00 - (2) Review of Sub Committee Ballot Results EWF Standard 30
9:00 - 9:10 - Break 10
9:10 - 9:40 - (2) EWF Standard continued 30
9:40 - 9:55 - (3) Report on Calibration/Reference Pad Task Group 15
9:55 - 10:05 - Break : 190
10:05 - 10:20 - (4) Report on Standard Guide for Surfacing Task Group 15
10:20 - 10:35 - (5) Discuss Plans for a 5-Drop — Martyn Shorten Interlaboratory Study :
Solicit Labs 15
10:35 - 10:50 - Update on IPEMA Certification Process (Walt Henderson) 15
10:50 - 11:30 - Other Business 40
11:30 - 1:00 - Lunch 90
1:00 - 2:00 - Other Business continued 60
2:00- 2:15 - Apgreements 15
2:15 - Adjourn Main Meeting
2:15- 2:25 - Break 10
2:25- 4:30 - Meeting of Task Groups 125

iy EWF: Heath (Chair), llljes, Amorosi, McGuffie, Bird, Strebig.

ii) Standard Guide: Huber (Chair) Thompson, Mittelstaedt.

iii) Calibration: Sushinsky (Chair), Amorosi, Schefsky, Bamburak.

iv) Other Task Groups that may have been formed at the meeting today.

» ASTM «+ 100 Barr Harbor Drive « West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959 USA « Telephone 610-832-8500 « Faxx 810-832-8055 » emal: service Qlocal.astm.org «
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ZEAGER BROS. INC.

4000 EAST HARRISBURG PIKE
MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057 USA
PHONE: 717-944-7481

FAX: 7T17-944-7681

EAGER

BROS. INC.

novative Producis from Renewable Resources™

August 11, 1999

Mr. John Preston

U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, MD 20814-4408

Dear John:

For the past one and one-half years, the ASTM F8.63 Engineered Wood Fiber Task Group has met to write
an Engineered Wood Fiber ASTM Standard. That Standard is about to be sent out for sub-committee ballot.
Several times the discussions have centered on CPSC’s recommendation that loose fill playground surfacing

NOT be placed over concrete or asphalt.

I would like to request that the CPSC reconsider Engineered Wood Fiber as a playground safety surface
suitable for use over hard surfaces, such as concrete and asphait, if the Engineered Wood Fiber meets the
following qualifications and installation methods:

1. Qualify as an accessible surface by meeting the criteria of ASTM F1951, which demonstrates
Engineered Wood Fiber's stability and ability to kit together. These characteristics inhibit
Engineered Wood Fiber from being displaced and exposing the hard surface.

2. Install 16” of Engineered Wood Fiber and compact 1o 12", This will provide sufficient safety -
margin for wear and tear between maintenance and periodic topping off and exposing the hard
surface.

3. In heavy wear or high traffic areas, an impact absorbing wear mat is installed with sufficient
capacity to meet the ASTM - F1292 rating for the fall zone.

4. A drainage system, such as a geotextile covered stone aggregate, be placed under the entire
Engineered Wood Fiber playground surface to extend the useful lifetime.

If meeting the above conditions satisfies the CPSC safety criteria for Cngineered Wood Fiber instaltations
over hard surfaces (such as asphalt or concrete), would you picase address your approval to the ASTM
Engineered Wood Fiber Task group at the above address (or fax) and send it 1o my attention.

We would be open to additional suggestions or ideas you would consider necessary to satisfy CPSC safety
standards. If you would iike to discuss this request, or you would like to meet with the ASTM Engineered
Wood Fiber Task Group, please contact me. Thank you! :

ed {lijes,
ASTM F08.6
Engineered Fiber Task Group

(WOODCARPET %)
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